
How God Answers Your Prayers 
 

 

1.  GOD ANSWERS PRAYERS IN HIS OWN TIME. 
 

Habakkuk 1:2 (NIV) How long, O LORD, must I call for help,  
but you do not listen? 

 
Luke 1:13 (NIV) But the angel said to him: Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 

 
Luke 1:18 (NIV) Zechariah asked the angel, How can I be sure of 

this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years. 
 

 

When to Stop Praying About Something 
 

     A.  God Answers Your Prayer. 
 

     B.  God Assures You That He Will Answer. 
 

Mark 11:24 (NIV) Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in 
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 

 

     C.  God Reveals That It Is Not His Will. 
 

James 4:3 (NIV) When you ask, you do not receive, 
because you ask with wrong motives, that you may 

spend what you get on your pleasures. 
 

 

2.  GOD ANSWERS PRAYERS IN HIS OWN WAY. 
 

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV) "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 

"As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

Eph. 3:20 (NCV) With God's power working in us, God can do much, 
much more than anything we can ask or imagine. 

 

 

3.  GOD ANSWERS PRAYERS IN HIS OWN POWER. 
 

Romans 4:20 (KJV) He staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

 
John 11:6 (Message) Jesus loved Martha and her sister 

and Lazarus, but oddly, when he heard that Lazarus was sick, 
he stayed on where he was for two more days.  

 

 

4.  GOD ANSWERS PRAYERS FOR HIS PURPOSE. 
 

Gen 37:5-8 (Message) Joseph had a dream. When he told it to his 
brothers, they hated him even more. He said, Listen to this dream I 
had. We were all out in the field gathering bundles of wheat. All of a 
sudden my bundle stood straight up and your bundles circled around 
it and bowed down to mine.  His brothers said, So! You're going to 

rule us? You're going to boss us around? 
 

Rom. 1:10 (NIV) in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now 
at last by God's will the way may be opened for me to come to you. 

 
Rom. 15:20 (NIV) It has always been my ambition to preach 

the gospel where Christ was not known, so that 
I would not be building on someone else's foundation. 

 
Rom. 15:24 (NIV) I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope 

to visit you while passing through and to have you assist me on my 
journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while. 

 
Acts 28:16 (NIV) When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed 

to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him. 
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