
USING THE BIBLE 
TO MAKE DECISIONS 

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he 
will make your paths straight.  Prov. 3:5-6 (NIV) 

 
 
1.  THE MOST IMPORTANT TEST:  IS IT IN HARMONY WITH 
 GOD'S WORD? 
 

Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
Ps. 119:105 (NIV) 

 
      
2.  THE HONOR TEST:  WOULD I WANT EVERYONE TO 
 KNOW ABOUT THE DECISION I'M MAKING? 
 

The man of integrity walks securely, but he who takes 
crooked paths will be found out.  Pr. 10:9 (NIV) 

 
If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do 

and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.  James 4:17 (NIV) 
 

But if someone believes something is wrong, 
that thing is wrong for him.  Rom. 14:14b (NCV) 

 
 
3.  THE SPIRITUAL GROWTH TEST:  WILL IT MAKE ME A 
 BETTER PERSON? 
 

Everything is permissible - but not everything is beneficial, … 
(and) not everything is constructive."  1 Cor. 10:23 (NIV) 

 
  
 

 
4.  THE FREEDOM TEST:  IS IT SOMETHING THAT COULD 
 ENSLAVE ME? 
 

“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything 
is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but I will 

not be mastered by anything.  1 Cor. 6:12 (NIV) 
 

Just because something is technically legal doesn’t mean 
that it’s spiritually appropriate.  If I went around doing 

whatever I thought I could get by with, I’d be a 
slave to my whims. 1 Cor. 6:12 (Message) 

 
 
5.  THE KINDNESS TEST:  WILL IT HARM OTHER PEOPLE? 
 

So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. 
Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another.  

Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block 
or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.  

Rom. 14:12-13 (NIV) 
 

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak 
and not to please ourselves.  Each of us should please our 

neighbors for their good, to build them up.  Rom. 15:1-2 (NIV) 
 
 
6.  THE BENEFIT TEST:  IS IT THE BEST USE OF MY LIFE? 
 

So be careful how you live.  Don't live like ignorant people, 
but like wise people.  Make good use of every opportunity 

you have, because these are evil days.  Don't be fools, 
then, but try to find out what the Lord wants you to do. 

Eph. 5:15-17 (TEV) 
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